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Yesterday’s Government pledge regarding, amongst other things, a new GP contract, 
typically promises much but offers precious little substance.	  
 	  
Recognising the positives, we would cautiously welcome the indication that more funding 
will be made available to prop up General Practice, and await further elucidation of how this 
will arrive. We would also be in favour of a plan which saw to reduce GPs’ burden of 
bureaucracy, and again, anticipate its finer details.	  
However, so much more of the Prime Minister’s statement clangs with disappointing 
familiarity.	  
 	  
Firstly, despite the Government’s assertions, it would register as some surprise if GP leaders 
had indeed been consulted about their proposals.	  
 	  
The British Medical Association have already refuted this, and the position of the Royal 
College of General Practitioners has been unerringly consistent, namely that we cannot even 
begin to countenance a seven day General Practice without first reinforcing the rapidly 
disintegrating bedrock of existing services.	  
 	  
GP Survival would consider it a gross disservice to the public to prioritise convenience at the 
expense of necessity. Patients deserve an honest and candid account of what can be 
realistically achieved within the current climate, in which the NHS must find £22 billion of 
‘efficiency savings’ before 2020 under the Five Year Forward view.	  
 Furthermore, we would question the logic of prematurely extending the Prime Minister’s 
Challenge scheme, which has seen 8 out of the 18 pilots scale back their number of 
appointments due to lack of patient demand and scarcity of available GPs.	  
 This workforce crisis in General Practice is immediate and critical, with a current shortfall of 
3000 doctors, one in five training places unfilled, and the looming prospect of a third of 
senior GPs taking retirement before 2020. All of these factors demand urgent attention: so far 
there is no sight of a plausible route to solution.	  
 	  
Finally, GP Survival wish to record their deep displeasure at the Government’s persistent and 
manipulative adulteration of statistics relating to weekend hospital mortality. These 
distortions only serve to undermine and disrespect our overstretched hospital colleagues, who, 
every evening, night and weekend, struggle against the tolls which inadequate Government 
funding and poor workforce planning have wrought on medical rota staffing.	  
 	  
As evidenced by the strength of feeling of last week’s junior doctors’ protests, it is abundantly 
clear that it is they who carry the banner for patient advocacy, and it is they who have the best 
interests of the NHS in hand and at heart. They deserve far better than to be wilfully 
misrepresented by obfuscation and political sleight of hand.	  
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The Government have done little thus far to suggest they are serious about delivering a ‘truly 
seven day NHS’. The Prime Minister’s lofty intentions must be substantiated by a concrete 
commitment to funding and workforce.	  
 	  
GP Survival would urge the Government to engage patients and professionals in serious 
discourse about the future of Primary Care - and by extension the NHS - rather than 
deepening the already chasmic disconnect between rhetoric and reality with careless promises 
made principally for cheap political capital.	  
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GP Survival - The Voice of UK General Practice	  
GP Survival aims to support and represent grassroots GPs working in NHS primary care. 
Born out of frustration at the failure of the current bodies that purport to represent GPs, we 
now have almost 5000 members, the numbers growing daily. We are different from the 
RCGP and BMA GPC for the following reasons:	  
	  

- We will provide honest, rapid responses from grassroots GPs on topical issues 
affecting general practice and our patients. 	  
	  

- We have no conflicts of interest, nor political affiliations. We have a mutually agreed 
clause not to accept or seek any private or government positions until at least 3 years 
after last representing GP Survival. 	  

	  
- We will consistently promote General Practice and challenge both media and 

politicians when they deride GPs, whilst supporting our members working on the 
frontline.	  


